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affair. I am not prepared to go on giving my services to
people who don't value them. I have no patience with the
attitude displayed this afternoon. If any one here thinks
he has a grievance against me, let him bring an action. I
shall be happy to carry it to the House of Lords, if necessary.
I have been familiar with the City all my life, and I have
not been in the habit of meeting with suspicions and
ingratitude. If this is an instance of present manners, I
have been familiar with the City long enough. I do not
tender my resignation to the meeting ; I resign."
Bowing to the Chairman, and pushing back his chair, he
walked doggedly to the door, opened it and passed
through.
He sought his hat. He had not the slightest doubt but
that he had astonished their weak nerves ! Those pug-faced
fellows had their mouths open ! He would have liked
to see what he had left behind, but it was hardly consistent
with dignity to open the door again. He took a sandwich
instead, and began to eat it with his back to the door
and his hat on. He felt better than he had for months.
A voice said :
" ' And the subsequent proceedings interested him no
more !' I'd no idea, Forsyte, you were such an orator!
You gave it 'em between the eyes ! Never saw a meeting
so knocked out! Well, you've saved the Board by
focussing their resentment entirely on yourself. It was
very gallant, Forsyte ! "
Soames growled through his sandwich :
" Nothing of the sort!    Are you out, too ? "
" Yes. I pressed my resignation. That red-faced fellow
was proposing a vote of confidence in the Board when I left
—and they'll pass it, Forsyte—they'll pass it! Something
was said about financial liability, by the way ! "
" Was there ? " said Soames, with a grim smile : ** That

